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Early College environment 
works for Vestaburg siblings

Tyler and Kailee McGarvey excel in their education, 
while simultaneously earning high school and college credits

T yler and Kailee McGarvey, of 
Vestaburg, didn’t feel like they fit in 
at their home high school, so they 

applied to attend Early College at Montcalm 
Community College.

Tyler, 20, was the first person in his family 
to attend college.
 
“I was bored in my high school classes 
and was looking for something more 
challenging,” Tyler said. “Plus, Early College 
set me ahead of the game and saved me a 
ton of money.”

Early College students leave their home high 
schools to attend MCC starting their junior 
year. During this three-year program, they 
earn a high school diploma and up to two 
years of college credit or an associate degree, 
tuition-free, as part of their high school 
learning experience.
 
“My experience in the Early College 
program was great in every aspect 
imaginable,” Tyler said.

Both Tyler and Kailee agree the Early 
College program offers a different 

atmosphere than the typical high school 
experience.
  
“I like going to a class knowing that 
everyone is there because they want to learn, 
not because they have to learn,” Kailee said.

“I feel like Early College gave me the 
challenge I was looking for, but it was not 
too challenging to where completing the 
work was nearly impossible,” Tyler added.

While taking classes at MCC, Tyler worked 
at Discount Tire and Battery in Edmore. He 
also played varsity baseball at his home high 
school, Vestaburg High School, during his 
junior and senior years in the Early College 
program, and he helped coach the team 
during his last year in the program.

Tyler earned an Associate of Business 
Administration/Management from MCC 
in 2016. That fall, he enrolled at Ferris State 
University (FSU) and is currently pursuing 
a bachelor’s degree in heavy equipment 
service engineering technology.
 

By Samantha Mack
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In May 2017, he started working as a heavy 
equipment technician at AIS Construction 
Equipment in Lansing.
 



Tripp visits all participating high 
schools each spring and offers multiple 
informational meetings so students and 
their families can learn more about the 
program. Applications are available at 
the informational meetings, in guidance 
counselor offices at participating high 
schools and online at 


